Dear Parents and Carers,
As I write this email, I can hear children laughing and playing in the snow—the magic of Christmas has truly arrived at Durham Lane! Behind the scenes, staff are busily working on costumes, singing, and casting for our three Christmas performances. Children have also started creating crafts for the Christmas Fayre and colouring mini elves that will soon decorate the school.
This week has been exceptionally busy:
· Monday: We welcomed representatives from Network Rail for workshops and assemblies about staying safe near railway lines.
· Tuesday: Children in Years 1–6 took part in NSPCC “Speak Out, Stay Safe” workshops and assemblies. Our Year 5 and 6 pupils also enjoyed an educational walk exploring Eaglescliffe’s Victorian past, led by our wonderful governor, Mrs Williams. Thank you, Mrs Williams, for sharing your time and knowledge!
Upcoming Events & Updates
· Wednesday 26th November: We begin our Christmas celebrations with a whole-school Advent assembly led by Rev Nigel Sinclair.
· Friday 28th November: Children will help decorate the Christmas tree. They may bring a bauble from home (please ensure it is not glass). We will have spares for anyone who needs one. Baubles will be labelled, and we’ll do our best to return them, though we cannot guarantee this.
· Monday 1st December: Non-uniform day! Instead of a monetary donation, we ask for either a teddy bear or a bottle for the tombola stalls at our Christmas Fayre.
· Christmas Fayre – Monday 1st December, from 2pm - 4.30pm:
· You may collect your child from 2pm.
· Reception & Nursery: Collect from the Reception classroom door and walk around to the main entrance.
· Years 1–6: Collect from the Year 6 door and walk around to the main entrance.
· Children who attend after-school club can attend the event (please send in their money in an envelope clearly labelled) and a member of club staff will escort them.
· There will be exciting stalls including: Guess the Teddy Bear, Decorate Biscuits, Sweets in a Jar, Raffle, Wine or Whine, jewellery, face painting, and more!
· Funds raised will help pay for the children’s pantomime on 18th December, so your support is greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your continued support in making this festive season so special for our children. More details surrounding the rest of our Christmas activities will follow shortly. Can I just remind you again that you are invited to come into school on Friday 12th December to have a look at your children's work in classrooms at the end of the school day.  This will give you the opportuntity to see their progress since parents' evening. I have attached an updated Christmas Calendar. You may notice that there have been of couple tweaks. 
Kind regards,
Helen Gregory
Headteacher

