Dear Parents and Carers,


Well, Christmas has certainly gone off with a bang here at Durham Lane!


We started the week on Monday with a non-uniform day and our annual Christmas Fayre. It was wonderful to see so many families enjoying festive time together. We’re still totalling up the sales, but we’re hoping to have raised at least £500, which will help fund the children’s pantomime in school on 18th December.


Throughout the week, I’ve seen lots of fantastic writing. We’re really focusing on improving handwriting this year, and the impact of Morrell’s Handwriting Programme is clear—children’s work is looking amazing!


On Wednesday evening, we hosted our annual Christmas Movie Night, which was a huge success. Over 135 children joined in the fun, and the film choices were brilliant—though I have to admit, Elf will always be one of my personal favourites!


This morning, our talented choir attend the Mayors Carol Service at Stockton Parish Church.


After School Club


This week has been full of excitement and creativity! On Monday morning, some of our Enterprise Club children helped ice the cakes ready for the fair. Every single cake sold, and we received so many lovely compliments on how gorgeous they looked and tasted.  We still have a selection of Enterprise Club and class enterprise products available, which will be on sale at the children’s Christmas performances.


It’s been a wonderfully busy week, and tonight we’re looking forward to Santa letter writing and Christmas crafts.


Next week promises even more festive fun, with lots of Christmas activities planned to keep the magic alive for our children.


Christmas Raffle Tickets – are available to purchase on the schoolgateway App or from the school office and will be available at the Christmas Performances.


Reminders

· Illness Guidance: We have a lot of children feeling poorly at the moment. Please follow Public Health guidance:
 If your child has been sick or had diarrhoea, they must stay off school for 48 hours after the last bout.
 This helps prevent the spread of infection.





· Upcoming Events:
· Monday 8th December: Y3–Y6 performing A Very Victorian Christmas at The Oakwood Centre. Arrival time: 4.30pm. Tickets available via the school gateway app or on the door.  Don’t worry if you have not been given your already purchased tickets, they will all be handed out on Monday.
· Thursday 11th December: Nursery & Reception Nativity in school. Arrival time: 9.45am.
· Friday 12th December: Christmas Lunch Day – children may wear a Christmas jumper or something festive!


We have so much planned over the next few weeks—more updates to follow soon.


Thank you for your continued support in making this festive season so special for our children.
Warm regards,

Helen Gregory
Headteacher

