Dear Parents and Carers,
I can’t quite believe how quickly another week has passed! With only two weeks left before we break up for half term on Friday 21st February 2026, things continue to be wonderfully busy here at Durham Lane.
This week, our assemblies focused on the importance of kindness, caring for others, and being a good team player. These messages are central to the culture we work hard to build every day, and the children have responded brilliantly.
We were also delighted to welcome a visitor from the Inclusion Quality Mark (IQM) assessment team—a fantastic Head Teacher from a school in Middlesbrough. She spent the entire day with us, immersing herself in school life and experiencing what it feels like to be a pupil at Durham Lane. She was extremely complimentary about our children, describing them as “delightful”.
I am thrilled to share that we have been awarded the Inclusion Quality Mark, along with a recommendation to apply for Inclusion Centre of Excellence status. Once I receive the full report, I will share more detailed information with you.

Attendance Reminders
As you know, I regularly highlight the importance of good school attendance.
· If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, they must remain off school for 48 hours after the last episode. This is guidance set by Public Health.
· Even in these cases, please ensure you contact school before 9.30am to let us know about the absence.
· If your child wakes up unwell but improves as the morning goes on, they are very welcome to return to school at any time during the day.
· For example, if they wake with a headache and you inform us, we may call around 11.30am to check whether they are feeling well enough to return. Children often perk up as the day progresses, and we are always happy to welcome them back.

Lunchbox Safety Reminder
If your child brings grapes in their packed lunch, please ensure they are cut in half (lengthways if possible). Whole grapes pose a significant choking hazard for young children.

Upcoming Stay & Play Sessions
Over the next few weeks, we will be holding Stay and Play sessions for our Nursery and Reception children. We really hope you are able to join us—these sessions are a wonderful opportunity to see your child learning, exploring, and enjoying their time in school.
Nursery - 10th and 11th February 2026
Reception 12th and 19th February 2026
Staffing
I know a few of you have been asking how Mrs Khan is. She has asked me to share that she is doing well and responding positively to her treatment. She really appreciates all your kind well‑wishes and hopes to see you all very soon
Miss Drew will be returning back to Y6 next Monday, we are so happy to have her back. 
Parent Consultation evenings
Finally, dates for your diary Parent Consultation dates are now available to book on our website for Monday 9th March and Monday 16th March. Please click on the links to book your appointment. 

https://www.durhamlane.org.uk/parents_evening/monday-9th-march-2026/


https://www.durhamlane.org.uk/parents_evening/monday-16th-march/

Kind regards,

Helen Gregory 

