Dear Parents and carers,
Wow – what an incredible week we have had at Durham Lane!
Water Safety Assembly
We began the week with a whole-school water safety assemblies. The children learned about the importance of staying safe around open water such as rivers, lakes and the sea. The messages shared were invaluable, especially at this time of year.
A Visit From Steph McGovern
Tuesday was one of the busiest – and most inspirational – days we’ve ever had at Durham Lane. Mrs Bashford managed (or should we say persuaded!) Steph McGovern to visit our school.
Steph spoke to our children about her amazing career journey and shared words of wisdom that truly resonated with them. We also welcomed pupil ambassadors from six local schools so they could experience what life at Durham Lane is like. It was a wonderful day full of motivation, curiosity and pride.
Poetry Slam Success!
On Wednesday, a group of our Y5 and Y6 children took part in Stockton’s very first Poetry Slam competition – and Durham Lane only went and won the group competition!
A huge thank you to Miss Williams for organising this opportunity and for supporting our children to shine. We are incredibly proud of their achievement.
Parking & Safety Reminders
Parking around the school continues to be a concern. As staff, we are committed to doing our part by parking further from school, and we kindly ask parents to do the same where possible. You are welcome to park near Sainsbury’s and walk the short distance to school.
A reminder that we operate a voluntary one-way system to support the flow of traffic:
· Enter Amberley Way from Allens Way
· Exit Amberley Way near Eaglescliffe Comprehensive School
For everyone’s safety, please hold your child’s hand when crossing Amberley Way. There is a lot of traffic at busy times and we want to avoid any accidents.
We must also remind parents not to leave any children or babies unattended in cars, even for a short time. This could raise a safeguarding concern and may result in a call to social care.
Missing Reading Books
Finally, we are missing quite a number of school reading books. These often end up tucked away on bedroom shelves or inside bags. Please could you check at home and return any Durham Lane books you may still have? We would be very grateful.
Kind regards,

Helen Gregory

